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New Delhi: HRD minister M
M Pallam Raju has called the
IT-Delhi director on Wednes-
day to discuss widespread re-
sentment against the crite-
rion that students have to
secure top 20 percentile in
class XII board examination.
This is besides an additional
crite:;ion apart from the per-
formgnoe inJEE (Advanced).

So far, 79 students have
been denied admission in
IITs after getting initial offer
as they did not fulfil the cut-
off norms that vary in case of
each state board. Though Ra-
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HRD min steps in to resolve IIT row

79 Who Cleared JEE Denied Admission As They Didn’t Secure Top 20 Percentile

The admission formula has already
reached the Supreme Court. Last
week, the apex court stayed an
Andhra Pradesh high court order
that reserved four seats for
students who had challenged the
20-percentile criteria. The SC has
adjourned the matter for two weeks

ju is non-committal about
changing the procedure from
next year, sources said the
minister has beenreceivinga
lot of complaints against the
manner in which cut-offs

were calculated twice. “He
wants to understand what
has gone wrong. Denial of ad-
mission has become a big is-
sue in minister’s home state
Andhra Pradesh,” a source

said. IIT-Delhi organized this
year’s JEE (Advanced).

Sources said the top 20
percentile eligibility cut-offs
of class XII result was
calculated twice. “This creat-
ed the problem. For instance,
in case of Andhra Pradesh
the first cut-off was 89%
which had to be corrected to
91.8%. This  happened
due to miscalculation, but re-
sulted in many students not
getting the admission,” a
source said.

The matter has already re-
ached the Supreme Court.
Last week, the apex court
stayed an Andhra Pradesh
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high court order that reserved
four seats for students who
had challenged the 20-percen-
tile criteria. SC has adjourned
the matter for two weeks.
There is a widespread varia-
tion in cut-offs. It is low in
Tripura (53.2%), Jharkhand
(56.2%), Assam (56.6%) and
Uttarakhand (57.8%). CBSE’s
cut-off is 81.6%, ICSE (83.2%),
UP (73%), Bihar (65%) and
West Bengal (61.2%). Eligibili-
ty till last year across boards
was60%.

NT-Delhi maintains there
is nothing wrong with the eli-
gibility, and only few students
would be affected.



Mail Today ND 17-Jul-13 P-7

HRD minister steps in to
help upset lIT aspirants

THE HRD ministry has
finally decided to look
into the concerns of IIT
aspirants who could not
be eligible for admission
this year due to the new
pattern of selection.

Union HRD Minister M.M.
Pallam Raju has called a
meeting on Wednesday
to look into the confusion
caused in the lIT admis-
sion process this year.

Raju decided to step in
after receiving several
emails from dejected
students, especially from
his home state Andhra
Pradesh which is the
worst-hit.

According to the new
selection criteria, lIT JEE
and AIEEE were replaced
with JEE (main) and JEE
(advanced). To add more
weight to class X1l resulits,

the ministry decided that
only top 1.5 lakh students
clearing JEE (main) could
appear in JEE (advanced).
Of them, only those, who
were in top 20 percentile
of their respective board
exams, were eligible for

Raju to discuss issue
at a meeting today

admission across 16 IITs. As
a result, many students
couldn’t be eligible for a
seat in IlITs despite a good
All India Rank.

Raju said on Tuesday that
he was not against the
decision to factor in class
X1 results for IIT admis-
sions but he is now willing
to take up the matter
with the stakeholders.

Mail Today/New Delhi
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HRD MINISTRY
TO REVIEW IIT
ADMISSION
FORMAT TODAY

HT Correspondent
= |etters@hindustantimes.com

P-10

NEW DELHI: With increasing
resentment among students
regarding the new admission
format for the Indian Institutes
of Technology (IIT), HRD min-
ister MM Pallam Raju has
agreed to review the format on
Wednesday.

“We will hold a review meet-
ing on Wednesday to find out the
shortcomings and streamline
them,” he said.

From this year, the student
has to be in the top 20 percen-

tile of his board to be eligible

for getting admission in any of
the IITs. Till last year, anybody
scoring 60% in the boards was
eligible for admission. The per-
centile issue has created a lot
of frustration as it is skewed in
distribution. Some boards like
Andhra Pradesh have a high cut-
off percentile while some like
Tripura have a very low cut-off.
“We, however, have no prob-
lems with the format giving
- weightage to class 12th boards,”
Raju said adding he had received
+ several from concerned parents
and students.

Some students from Andhra
Pradesh, who were denied
admission on the percentile
issue, had filed a case in the AP
high court. The court had direct-
ed IIT authorities to reserve
seats for these students, though
later SC issued an interim stay.
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Govt to review lIT

admission process

New Delhi: Amid a row over the percen-
tile issue, Union minister for human
resource development, M.M. Pallam Raju
will review on Wednesday the system of
admission to Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (lITs) for which weightage is
given to performance in board exams
along with the entrance test.

The meeting would be attended by
senior ministry officials and lIT Delhi
director RK. Shevgaonkar.

“We would hold a review meeting
tomorrow to figure out the shortcom-
ings if any and streamline the process,”
he told reporters here on Tuesday.
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FAULTY FORMULA

u All India Engineering
Entrance Exam, conduct-
ed earlier by CBSE, is now
known as JEE (main)

® 1,159,000 candidates
appeared for JEE (main)
this year. Only top
150,000 students were
allowed to appear in JEE
(advanced) exam

® JEE (main) result is for
admission to 30 NITs, 4
I1ITs and centrally-funded
technical institutes

® JEE (advanced) result
is for admission to 16
IITs and Indian School of
Mines, Dhanbad

® For admission to IITs,
one criterion is that a stu-
dent has to be among top

HT Kolkata
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20% scorers in his/her class
12 board exam. Till 2012, it
was scoring 60% in class 12
board. There are around 30
boards in India with differ-
ent evaluation patterns

® There are 9,867 IIT seats,
including 4,835 in the gen-

eral category

= New pattern is especially
unfavourable for students
who dropped last year to try
again this year because till
last year the board percent-
age was not considered for
admission to NITs.
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VACANT
IIT SEATS*

169

After the first round of admissions last week, 769 IIT seats were left vacant;
52 still have no takers. Why are top-ranking students giving them up?

Pankti Mehta

® parks Twdtabbndustartine com

shish Pratap Singh, 18,
ranked 6,645th in the JEE
Advanced, with a score
that would have got him
into an 11T engineering
programme. However Singh, know-
ing he didn't have the rnk to gt into
the top seven ITs, withdrew his
applicat and is instead trying to
secure n spot at o National Institute
of Technology (NIT) instead. He is
one of 769 students who give up their
IT seots in the first round of admis
sions this year, prompting the insti-
tutes to o through o second round,
unheard of until o few years ago.

“Since T knew that 1 wouldn't get
into the older, established II'Ts —

Sombay, Delhi, Guwahati, Madras,
agpuir or Roorkee — 1
apply to the newer,
less-revogmised ones,” he says,
“Most of these are still functioning
from makeshift campuses. Being
new, they have no steady placement
records, [ feel more confident with
the NITs, which have been around
for 2 while and guamntee o standard
of quality.”

The eight new IITs — Ropar,
Bhubaneswar,
Hyderabad, T
andd Jodhpur —
the union ministry of human
resource development in 2008 to
lm\ e ‘institutes of excellence” in all

arts of the country. While they
lh @ yet to gather student confi-

dence, surprisingly, this year, the
first couple of rounds saw many
vacancies in the older HTs ns well,
“The most vacancies this year have
been in the older T Roorkee and

IIT Kharsgpur, in sddition to the 1T

BHU (formerly roes Hindu
University) in V si and ISM
(Indian School of Mines) Dhanbaod,
both of which have recently been
granted IIT ststus” says HC Gupta,
JEE Advanced chairperson. “After
the finol round, 52 reserved seats
remain vacant, for which we will

conduct preparatory courses.” While

760 students gave up their seats in
the first round, 260 more did in the
second round. Here's o look at why

Quantity over quality?

The recent mushrooming of new
1ITs i3 & large part of the problem,
sy experts, “The nes institutes
should have first come to a standard
of excellence and then given IIT
status if they matehed up, instead of
starting with the brand tag and then
strugegling to live up to the brand,”
suys Somnath Bharti, former 1IT
Delhi sdumni peesident. “Many of
them are still running with minimum
focilities, few research prospects and
have been unable to sttruct quality
faculty, Students would rather go to
the NITs which have, in my opinion,
surpassed many new -

“We can't contest the fisets — stu-
dents uren't as sttraeted to the [ITs
s they used to be” says Shyam
Sundor, in change of admissions at
1T Ropar. *We have done our best at

the new 11T, and have the minimum
prescribed infrastructure, good
placvments and new courses, I'm
aware that we can't yet compare to
the older ITs and we will definitely

review our wenknesses."

Adverse economic climate
“Some esoteric courses find it

harder to fill seats because there is a
Imu-rphn-nn-m potentinl, especially
in this economy,” says Timothy
Gonsalves, director, 1T Mandi. “For
Instance, courses in computer sei-
ence and mechanical «u;.um-nng are
more popular than tho
pulp and paper engineering”

Changes, confusion
With a new entrance format this
year, the frequently changing rules

Akshay Raj, 19, who has gained
admission to IT Bhubaneswar

“While the other streams are not i
desirnble, placements for

computer engineering at the new
1ITs are decent. I'm quite happy to
go to [IT Bhubaneswar for
computers, but would have thought
twice if 1 was interested in o

non-core stream. Those will take
time to build”

Chirag Mehta, 19, second-year
student
“Last year, | didn't get into core

in muung or

have caused confusion. *Earfier, it
was announced that students can't
claim seats in both the HTs and the
NITs," says Manoj Sharma, director,
Resonance, which coaches students
for engineering entrance exams.
“When this rule was withdemwn, if
students didn’t get into their desired
streams or colleges, they gve up
their IIT seats for NIT admissions.”

Lure of foreign universities

“Some students are giving up their
seats Lo go to foreign universities”
says Praveen Tyagi, director, HTians
PACE, which coaches students for
engineering entrance exoms, “They
ey fitd better potential in studving
abrand, and apply to the 1ITs as their
backup option”

(With inputs from Nisha Shroff)

engineering courses ot 1T, s0
mm-nd 1 chose to punsue electron-
ies ot DY Sanghwi
herw in Mumbai
instoad, | gwve the
JEE this year too,
but ranked low, so
will continue to
study bere”

i N
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wg' ROaE te s
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TIMOTHY GONSALVES

‘Buildinganew liTisa
great challenge’

Timothy
Gonsalves, Is there a faculty shortage problem?
director of IT Bmldm{(nn new 1T is o great
Mandi, Himachal established I1Ts, there
Pradesh, speaks to nn-senior farculty members who are
HT Education u!hudmghwrunuﬂ‘:\rmn
about settingupa  their own. Here, we started out
new institute that has a premier virtunlly Recruitment isa
brand value to five up to. challenge, but mostly in certain
esoteric streams. The older IITS have
Moast of the new IITs don't have their a faculty: student ratio of 112, while
campuses yet. Is this a we have maintained a 10 rtio foe
In attracting students? most of OUF COurses,
One of the main parts of the 0T
philosophy is, of course, the resi- Do you think the T brand has been
dential campuis. The point is to be  diluted over the yoars?
\-itlia immersed in the programme, The 11T are doing some things
fnrull to help you even at odd rﬁ&g but there anv certain arves that
bours. \\ our makeshift campus-  noed work. The Kakodlar Committee
5, this is o problem, but not a per- ann(n-kmdixmu which details
manent one. At Mandi, we have tart- u
ed to move some courses to the nesy, — the 1), has n*a
main campus, and ik will be fullyoper- o by I ulumni nnd
utional by eardy 2014 academics. We are serious about
ing these coneerns.
Do you feel like you don't have enough
h;:s in your current set-up? worried by the number of
We huwe the minimum required up their T seats, at
ﬁn‘ilhmsmpvrlnguMnmlm the newer institutes in particular?

O per illob I'm fident that this is a
hhe(mmMMﬂl]hmen transient problem. Once the pew 1ITs
full-fledged research park st thenew  gain ground and have good place-
campus, and are excited about its  ment records to show in companies

ospects. The only other Indian  and universities for studies,
titute to hove this is IIT Madms.  student confidence will increase,
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e dismal performance at a recent

)gramming contest could be
cative of Indian students’ inability
to take global competitors head-on

(ICPC) held recently at St
Russia, got tech
brains around the world for

thinking. About 120 teams
from across the globe, includ-
mvefmmlndm, had to
computer programming
lems under a strict five-
deadline. They were
D Ments who Sharec the
regional levels in 91 countries
spread across six continents.
The Indian boys were
ranked 60, 76 and 94. d’l:;i.:

applying analytics technology
to big data - a major economic
engine and career
ity worldwide.

the ranking, the Indian teams
said that even though they
solved over a thousand prob-
lems, they perhaps did not
practise well enough, dxd not
have a structured
programme and needed to
participate in more events at
the national level to compete
and assess themselves,
There is somet}ung else
altogether, however, in doing
well in contests where you
have to battle it out with the
best brains in the world. “By
participating in a contest like
this, participants learn raw
programming sldl:ls, time
management, risk manage-
ment, visualisation, collabora-
tion - skills that will continue
to be nurtured if they are
taken on board by compa-
nies,” says Doug Heintzman,
director of strategy for IBM
software group and sponsor-
ship executive of the ICPC.

See page 8 for related story ~
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I
MS FROM INDIA

= Chennai Mathematical Institute
= |IT - Bombay

= IIT - Indore

= |IT - Roorkee
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HT Lucknow

J REASONS WHY
WEDON'T EXCEL

The problems and
the way ahead

Indian students are

brought up on the

engineering or the
medical dream. They
focus their energies on
doing well in physics,
chemistry and maths to
secure a seat in the II'T.
Doing well in program-
ming will not get them
the coveted rank

Indian engineering

institutes do not

recognise scores
of school students who
may have done well at the
International Olympiad
for Informatics conduct-
ed by the UN every year.
Many institutes in other
countries guarantee a
seat in engineering insti-
tutes for such students

School students
are not moti-
vated enough to

go through the rigour of
pushing themselves to
get a gold medal at the
Olympiad because study-
ing physics, maths and
chemistry for the II'T
entrance is their priority

If [I'T's start
recognising the
Olympiad scores,

students will be motivat-
ed to participate in inter-
national programming
contests right from the
school level. Both the I1I'T
Hyderabad and Chennai
Mathematical Institute
give admission on the
basis of the score

Most engineering
students become

aware of inter-
national programming
contests only when they
join up for their BTech
degrees. That gives them
only about two to three
years to prepare for a
global contest such as
the ICPC, unlike their
counterparts abroad who
are exposed to creative
problem solving right
from school
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Turnmg trash into treasur

Gmded by an American professor, around 300 students from VIT University’s innovation centre are
engaged in various innovations with recycled materials

[ Jeevan Prakash Sharma
® joevan sharma@hindustantimes com

an plastic waste be converted into butanol,
which is something like petrol? If this hlp-
pens, it will solve the huge problem of dis-
posal of household and industrial plastic
waste in the country. Realising this urgent
need to convert plastic trash into a ‘treas-
ure’ for mankind, a group of students from
Vellore Institute of 'E:hmlogyl innova-
tion centre are working day and night to
make this breakth through.

Making an innovation through waste
material is not something unusual at this
centre. In the récent past students have
I come out with some extremely interesting

devices from waste products which could
I be the answer to many small as well as
| big social problems. Audio-tactile speech
| aids for the hearing-impaired, Open-
| Source Software for the visually chal-
lenged, an affordable prosthetic arm, elin-
ical support software for low-resource
medical facilities, ﬂy trap for roducmg
housefly infestation in roadside food
shops and many more from various waste
J materials sets an example for other edu-

FIVE FACTS AT YOUR

cational institutions to take a cue from.
And one person who should take the cred-
it for this novel cause is 35-year-old US
professor Theodore Moallem.

Moallem has helped students create
many devices for the visually Lhﬂllenged
including the BlindView Suite: Oy
Source Software for the Blind. The soﬁ
ware will have a wide range of functionali-
ties including a screen reader and
Android OS navigation (akin to VoiceOver
for i0S) as well as text editing, audio edit-
ing music composition, and a camera-
based mobility aid.

mie and some ather students are

concentrating on the innovation of a safety
alarm and lights for the cane by attaching
some electronic compmwms which emit

sound signals to others
the visually challenged person. The ‘noise'
from the cane is made with three different
volume controls. The alarm costs just 350
and at night the lights attached to the cane
emit warning signals when the visually
challenged person is crossing the road.

In this innovation centre, around 300
students from the different branches of
engineering collect recycled materials on

their own. “They are available easily and
sometimes we collect from various sources
to produce low-cost material for the poor
people who could afford to buy within their
income limits," says Ayush Agarwal, a
student.

Utkarsh Pandey, an electrical engineer-
ing student from Uttar Pradesh, said that
his team is engaged in making a mechani-
cal braille display that they expect to be far
less costly because of using the commonly
available computer printer parts and low-
cost microcontroller ciréuitry.

Another team, led by Spandana Chervu,
an electronics engineering student from

Andhra Pradesh, is making braille sensa-
tions by minute electro-tactile stimulations
of the user’s fingertips.

Chandan James Dhal, a third-year elec-
tronics student, is leading a team develop-
ing a prosthetic arm with myoelectric con-
trol nnd tactile sensory feedback.

“While such arms already exist, they are
ex(reme!y!xp!ruive The main aim of this

project is to make it affordable to the
majority of persons requiring them, while *
also maintaining a high level of
funmommy says Dhal.

+ impaired know what is

At the innovation centre, the young engi-

neering students who have invented Audio

Tactile Transducers can make the hearing
around

them. The lrarwducer sends signals to the
body through vibrations, when it is
nuaumd with the body of the deaf person.

v Traps" has been developed nwr:;lf'
out u! plastic sheets, and made of seve
boxes that will help in catching flies. Lately,
the students have been conducting
research to convert all the flies into fertilis-
er.

Shivangi Bajpai, an engineering student
warking on the project, explains how this is
made possible, “The high nitrogen content
in the flies that are trapped will be convert-
ed as fertiliser and soon our team would
come out with successful results.”

“We have been successful in finding solu-
tions for the people at a cheaper cost,
because we rely totally on recycled materi-
al, thus our projects, which could have eas-
ily run into crores of rupees are getting
done at a lower cost and satisfying the buy-
ers which encourage us to innovate more,”
says Sonali Despande, another student at
the centre.

‘| innovate for
the visually
challenged’

.;mmnumed

mhoh doctorate in
mm‘l‘b:mssmdansmmme
from Columbia

‘waste strewn
f we could use them into some useful prod-

it Iilehlndhtbmddnmmwmlun
d for

ABOUT FLAGSHIP P 8 | PL VIT boasts of a consistent campus | VELLORE is a district capital in Tamil Nadu '= E

tute, oS and 34 Bich |, plosment iy e

College. civil ts placement and traini conducted in April. In 2013, lvmmoﬂm
on " It is known for its temples Mﬁlnhxl!llnm lmm India and over-
3 ffreda Ve dited by the Il 1 | Vellore Fortis Koy dmission is
n the Tamil Nadu government wwmwwm Illlwp,dc TOS- W0 s b by China Bom Nayakof Viayanagar entrance fest
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‘Government finalizes proposed education loan guarantee fund

By REMYA NAIR &
PRASHANT K. NANDA

NEW DELHI

he much-delayed educa-
tion credit guarantee fund
to support higher education
and skill training by providing
a surety to banks against loans

position from administrative
ministries.

The finance ministry’s de-
partment of financial services
and the HRD ministry have
discussed the matter and it has
been approved by the expendi-
ture finance committee of the
gover said one of the of-

given to students may soon
take shape with the finance
and human resource develop-
ment (HRD) ministries finaliz-
ing the structure, according to
two government officials fa-
miliar with the devel

ficials cited above. The MSME
and housing credit guarantee
funds will not come under this
umbrella as "they already have
their funds functioni d

tries overseeing the other two
funds were not in favour of
bringing the funds under one
roof, they may not be a part of
the umbrella company,” he
said. “But going forward, all
the new funds being set up like
the fund for factoring will be
administered by this compa-
ny.”

The government already has
credit guarantee funds for MS-
MEs and low-cost housing to

The fund, with a corpus of
1,000 crore, is run by the Na-
tional Housing Bank and guar-
antees loans up to 35 lakh.

A plan to set up education
credit guarantee fund was ini-
tially mooted in 2012 by then
finance  minister  Pranab
Mukherjee to ease the pressure
on banks over lending to stu-
dents seeking higher educa-
tion and skill training. The

credit flows to these

the official, who belongs to the

The proposal is expected to
be presented to the cabinet in
a month’s time, said the offi-
cials, neither of whom wanted
to be named.

The finance ministry, how-
ever, has diluted the original
plan, they said. Instead of
bringing four priority sectors—
housing, micro, small and me-
dium enterprises (MSME), ed-
ucation and skill development
—under one umbrella compa-
ny, the finance ministry has
excluded the first two after op-

HRD y.
The other official cited
above, who belongs to the fi-
nance ministry, explained why
two of the sectors were left out.
“Credit guarantee is a func-
tion of the finance ministry
and hence it was felt that all
the credit guarantee funds
should come under one roof.
This would bring in more
economies of scale as the tech-
nology and the expertise once
developed can be used for all
the funds,” the person said.
“But, since the other minis-

sectors. The Credit Guarantee
Fund Trust for Micro and
Small Enterprises (CGTMSE)
was set up by the government
and the Small Industries De-
velopment Bank of India (Sld-
bi), to facilitate coll free

loans as high-risk products
that contribute to their non-
performing assets.

The slowing economy and
the gloomy job scenario in the
last four years has fuelled that
fear while the number of stu-

loans of up to X1 crore under
the credit guarantee scheme of
the ministry of micro, small
and medium enterprises.

In the low-cost housing

space, the mi y of h

dents seeking such loans has
gone up significantly. As of
March 2013, there were
25,09,465 education loan ac-
counts with a total outstanding
of 353,520 crore. Over 5% of

and urban poverty alleviation
has set up a mortgage risk
guarantee fund for housing
loans in the informal sector.

loans outstanding had
turned bad, up from 2% in
2008.

“We believe this credit guar-
antee fund will take care of the

default concerns of the bank-
ers. It will guarantee up to 75%
of the ed loan

year.
The a'edit _ guarantee fund
will be a S 25

The education sector needs
handholding and such a finan-
cial assurance to banks will
help more needy and meritori-
ous students getting loans,”
said the HRD ministry official.

Though the initial plan for
the education fund was pegged
at 5,000 crore, it may be
pared to an initial 2,500

as per the Companies Act. A
Section 25 company is a firm
where profits and any other in-
come are applied only to pro-
mote the objects of the compa-
ny and no dividend is paid to
its members.

To be sure, the cabinet will
need to take a final call on the
structure of the funds and the

crore, This will p de guar-
antees to d

mpany
The ed

loans up to 7.5 lakh. Banks
will deposit 1% of every study
loan amount in this credit
guarantee fund.

The HRD ministry has said
that its existing interest sub-
vention scheme can be made
part of the new scheme.

The ministry spends nearly
1,000 crore every year for pro-
viding interest relief to stu-

fund will help banks in curtail-
ing losses in the education
loan segment. I am not sure if
risks are being adequately
priced in by banks. The educa-
tion loan segment is taken as a
skill-building segment for the
country’s future generations
and there is an element of sub-
sidy in these loans,” said
Ananda Bhoumik, senior di-

dents whose annual family in- rector, India Ratings and Re-
come is less than X6 lakh. search Pvt. Ltd. “The fund will

This relief is provided during p any element of
the loan ium or dura- d ing.”

tion of the course plus one
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